
Saginaw Arts & Enrichment Commission 
Commission Meeting 

March 18, 2021 
 
Present: Craig Bell, Marsha Braun, Kathy Couillard, Stephanie Domina, Nancy Koepke, 
Thor Rasmussen, Thelma Ruffin, Sonia Severin, Pat Shelley, Joe Turner 
 
Absent: William Ewald, Dawn Goodrow, Kristin Karwat, William Keys, Suzanne Mason, 
Kujuanna Ray, Suzanne Skrelunas, Burris Smith, Les Tincknell 
 

Call to Order 
Chair Thor Rasmussen called the meeting to order at 4 p.m. Craig Bell moved to accept 
the February minutes as printed. Joe Turner seconded. Motion passed. 
 

Art Update 
Pat Shelley reported that friends attended the Saginaw Art Museum’s most recent free 
Saturday and enjoyed the shows and touring through the Ring mansion. Nancy Koepke 
reported she attended the most recent “elbow bump” event at the Saginaw Art Museum 
and thought attendance was excellent. 
 

Treasurer’s Report 
Nancy Koepke reported income of $19,253.70 and expenses of $13,583.56 for the 
month of February. She explained that the large deposit of $18,750 was the annual 
operations grant from Michigan Council for Arts and Cultural Affairs. Pat Shelley moved 
to accept the Treasurer’s Report. Stephanie Domina seconded. Motion passed.  
 

Youth Outreach 
Nancy Koepke reported that plans are underway to provide classes at the Boys and 
Girls Club and First Ward Community Center this summer. Veronica Lazorchak will 
teach en plein air painting to First Ward kids at Saginaw parks in July and August and 
Mary Fives will teach mixed media art classes at the Boys and Girls Club throughout the 
summer. 
 

Michigan Council for Arts & Cultural Affairs (MCACA) Minigrants 
Marsha Braun reported that minigrant projects and POD’s are underway for this year. 
She explained that we are still working closely with schools to get funding to them for 
the art supplies grants we are now administering for MCACA. Nancy Koepke thanked 
Joe Turner for obtaining a grant from Family First Credit Union to give $100 minigrants 
to Saginaw area schools to purchase art supplies. 
 



Artist Mixer 
Thor reported that our next Artist Mixer will be held in mid July. Artists will be invited to 
share some of the art they created during Covid. 
 

Art @ the Andersen 
Marsha reported that Sheri Moore’s contemporary abstracts are on display at the 
Andersen Center through May 12th. 
 

All Area Arts Awards 
Marsha reported that our annual awards gala will take place on June 10th at the 
Saginaw Art Museum. The event will be held in their garden (weather permitting) or 
otherwise inside the museum. We will serve heavy hors d’oeuvres and there will be a 
cash bar. Marsha is seeking sponsors at the Patron level of $500 and Sponsor level of 
$250. There will also be a $100 individual sponsorship and new this year a “Flowers for 
the Arts” sponsorship at $50. The ticket price for the evening will be $40. Marsha is also 
seeking nominees for the event. Thor suggested that we consider a “taste of Saginaw” 
for the food option instead of one caterer.  
 

Art & Garden Festival 
Nancy Koepke reported that our annual spring art fair will return this year on June 23rd. 
Because of Covid restrictions we won’t be serving a lunch but a food cart vendor will be 
on hand. Artists will be at booths. 
 

Chair Report 
Thor urged Commissioners to continue to be the eyes and ears of the community 
watching and listening for when and where there is a need for art. He reminded 
Commissioners that art can be a tool to solve problems and unite us. 
 

Marketing Director 
Marsha reported that Saginaw parks have re-opened. She announced that the 
Commission has started a Facebook “group” and invited everyone to join. It will highlight 
“more of the story” from the FB page. 
 

Announcements 
Thor announced that the Saginaw Art Museum will hold another “elbow bump” event on 
April 24th from 5:30 to 8. All are invited. 
 

Adjournment 
With no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at 5:20 p.m. Joe Turner 
moved to adjourn the meeting. Kathy Couillard seconded. Motion passed. 


